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INFORMATION

To comply with Federal Regulation ‘29CFR1910.134 Respiratory Standard’ fire departments
are required to provide personnel for possible rescue of members operating in an Immediately
Dangerous to Life and Health (I.D.L.H.) Atmosphere, or other situations where an equipment
failure or sudden change in conditions may trap or injure personnel. The following operational
procedures shall be implemented immediately.

INTERIOR STRUCTUAL FIRE FIGHTING

Members entering an [.D.L.H. atmosphere must enter with at least one other member (buddy
system).

Members operating in any 1.D.L.H. atmosphere must operate in teams of at least two members. One
member of the team will be designated as the team leader.

Members are prohibited from operating in any I.D.L.H. atmosphere alone. Members of the team
must remain in voice or visual contact with each other at all times while operating in the L.D.L.H.
atmosphere.

At least two members must be located outside the 1.D.L.H. atmosphere and be equipped to operate
as a rescue team in the event the entry team is trapped or unable to exit from the 1.D.L.H.
atmosphere.

If initial attack personnel encounter a known life hazard situation where immediate action could
prevent the loss of life or limb, deviation from the two-in/two-out policy will be permitted, as an
exception.

Generally speaking, the Baltimore City Fire Department’s standard for deviating from the two-
in/two-out policy shall be based on the receipt of 1) a radio report from Fire Communications
Bureau stating that a person has been reported trapped inside an IDLH atmosphere; or 2) a credible
report from a civilian on the scene that a person is trapped inside an IDLH atmosphere.

Deviations from the two-in/two-out policy, including any actions taken in accordance with a
deviation, will be thoroughly investigated by the Chief of Safety or his designee, with a special
report submitted to the Chief of Fire Department. This exception is not to be confused with the
standard mission of completing primary and secondary searches as standard operating procedures.
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